
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM POLICY  

September 2025 

L i v i n g  Fa i t h ,  I n s p i r i n g  L e a r n i n g ,  S h a p i n g  Fu t u re s  



 

INTRODUCTION  

 

Consultation Process  

• Student Survey – December 2024 (Appendix 1) 

• Parent/Guardian Survey - December 2024 (Appendix 1) 

 

Statement of Intent  

Our policy on school uniform is based on the belief that school uniform:  

• Promotes the ethos of our school and a sense of pride  

• Provides a sense of belonging and school community  

• Creates a shared identity and common sense of purpose  

• Supports our commitment to inclusion  

• Promotes positive behaviour for learning with the aim of enabling all children to achieve their 

potential  

 

This policy aims to:  

i. Set out our approach to requiring a uniform that is of reasonable cost and offers the best value 

for money for Parents and Carers.  

ii. Explain how we will avoid discrimination in line with our legal duties under the LAW???  

iii. Clarify our expectations for school uniform.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIMITING THE COST OF SCHOOL UNIFORM  

 

We know that our diverse community appreciates our traditional approach to school uniform. Parents 

and visitors have always said how their children feel proud to wear our uniform and how it raises their 

self-esteem. Our school has a duty to make sure that the uniform we require is affordable, in line with 

statutory guidance from the Department of Education on the cost of school uniform. 

 

We understand that items with distinctive characteristics (such as branded items, or items that require a 

school logo or a unique fabric/colour/design) cannot be purchased from a wide range of retailers and 

that requiring many such items limits parents’ ability to ‘shop around’ for a low price.  

We will make sure our uniform:  

• Is available at a reasonable cost  

• Provides the best value for money for Parents and Carers  

 

We will do this by:  

• Carefully considering whether any items with distinctive characteristics are necessary  

• Limiting any items with distinctive characteristics as ‘optional’ so parents can find cheaper 

alternatives if required  

• Considering cheaper alternatives to school-branded items, such as bags and coats  

• Avoiding specific requirements for items children could wear on non-school days, such as 

coats, bags, and shoes  

• Keeping the number of optional branded items to a minimum, so that the school’s uniform 

can act as a social leveler  

• Avoiding different uniform requirements for different year groups  

• Making sure that arrangements are in place for parents to acquire second-hand uniform items  

• Avoiding frequent changes to uniform specifications and minimising the financial impact on 

Parents and Carers of any changes  

• Consulting with Parents, Carers and Children on any proposed significant changes to the 

uniform policy and carefully considering any complaints about the policy  

 

 

EXPECTATIONS FOR SCHOOL UNIFORM  

 

It is our school policy that all children wear school uniform when attending school, or on occasions when 

children are representing the school, including school visits. We endeavour to achieve a high standard in 

all aspects of school and expect this to be reflected in both the appearance and behaviour of our 

children. Uniform plays an important part in establishing the ethos of the school in several ways. We 

believe that school uniform provides children with a sense of community and identity with their school. 

We want our children to be smart in their uniform and wear it with pride. Parents and Carers are asked to 

co-operate fully by providing the uniform and ensuring children wear it correctly to and from school, and 

at other times as required.  

 

St. Mary’s Limavady uniform list:  

 

We expect pupils to maintain a high standard of dress coming to and from school.  This can only be 

maintained by all pupils co-operating fully with the guidelines for uniform. We depend on the support of 

parents/guardians to ensure that standards are upheld. When our students wear the uniform correctly, 

they are presented well and this gives them a sense of pride in themselves but also shows the community 

how important standards are in St. Mary’s Limavady.  



School Uniform  

 

Uniform Item  Image  Required or 
Optional 

Can be purchased  

School blazer with crest 
 

 

Required  John Paul Fashions  

Uniforms at Chaps 

Green V-necked 
sweater with Crest 
(White Stripes)  
 

Optional John Paul Fashions  

Uniforms at Chaps 

Green kick pleat skirt 
 

Required  John Paul Fashions  

Uniforms at Chaps 

Black trousers Required Any high street retailer or 
supermarket of parents’ choice  
 

White blouse/Shirt Required  Any high street retailer or 
supermarket of parents’ choice  
 

Clip on School Tie  Required  John Paul Fashions  

Uniforms at Chaps 

Black Socks (Knee 
Length)/Tights  

Required  Any high street retailer or 
supermarket of parents’ choice  
 

Black Shoes  

(See Appendix 2) 

Required  Any high street retailer or 
supermarket of parents’ choice  
 

 

 

PE Uniform  

All boys and girls are expected to be properly attired for Physical Education.  There is a compulsory PE 

uniform that all pupils must wear. The jersey, shorts/skinnies are compulsory elements of the PE Kit. All 

other items are advisable such as the jumper or zip top.  

Trainers must be worn by all pupils during PE lessons.  Football boots will be required for outdoor 

activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PE Kit – MFC Sport (See Appendix 3 for Partnership Agreement) 

Uniform Item  Image  Required or 

Optional 

Can be purchased  

School Branded PE 
Jersey  

 Required  MFC (Online) 

Black Skinnies  Required MFC (Online) 

Or  

Any high street retailer or 
supermarket of parents’ choice  
 

School Branded PE 
Shorts  

Optional  MFC (Online) 

School Branded PE 
Jumper 

Optional MFC (Online) 

 

School Branded PE Half 
Zip  

Optional MFC (Online) 

 

Black Coat  Optional Any high street retailer or 
supermarket of parents’ choice  

School Branded Coat  Optional MFC (Online) 

 

Trainers  Required Any high street retailer or 
supermarket of parents’ choice  
 

 

Please make sure that your child's name is permanently marked on all items of uniform. 

In the event that a parent/guardian finds it financially difficult to purchase a PE Kit there are options open 

to them: 

1. Contact the school to seek support, if appropriate  

2. Purchase a plain white t-shirt and plain black shorts 

 

Team Kit  

In terms of students representing the school as part of a team there will be no financial burden on parents 

to purchase additional items. PE Kit may be used in some teams sports. On other occasions Team Kit will 

be provided for the sporting activity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Other Uniform Regulations  

Item Details  

Socks 

 

In warm weather socks are permitted in school instead of tights. However, appropriate 

socks must be worn. Socks should be black and knee length. Ankle socks will NOT 

be permitted. White socks will not be permitted.  

Belts  All belts must be black in colour 

Hoodies  

 

Unfortunately, a number of students continue to wear hoodies to school. This rightly 

or wrongly creates a negative impression of our young people. The high standard of 

many of our student’s uniform is spoiled by a variety of coloured hoodies seen on 

students in the morning. Hoodies/jumpers are strictly forbidden in school. 

Scarf /hats  Only plain black scarf or hat is permitted. A school hat is an optional item from the PE 

supplier  

Jewellery A watch is the only item of jewellery permitted. 

 

Piercings  Two small pairs of stud earrings only.  For health and safety reasons pupils are 

forbidden to wear hooped earrings.  Facial jewellery worn as a result of piercing 

must not be worn to school. These are strictly forbidden. If there is a piercing, clear 

retainers can be purchased to maintain the pierced hole for the short period of time to 

maintain the opening. This is not however, to be used long term.  

Coat  Following continued requests from students we have introduced two options of a 

school coat. We would encourage the purchase of the school half zip or a school coat 

so that students can use these in cold weather, if they are taking part in sports events 

and for after school activities. Only the school coat or a plain black coat can be worn 

to school. 

Hair Colour 

 

While we want to encourage our young people to be individuals, only natural hair 

colours are permitted in school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR SCHOOL UNIFORM  

 

Where to purchase school uniform: supplier details  

 

Uniform items with specific school logo (or distinctive to school) can be purchased from our suppliers 

John Paul Fashions or Uniforms at Chaps, who offer the full range of uniform and accessories.  

 

Uniform items that are generic can be purchased from a range of retailers or supermarkets, offering 

Parents and Carers a wider choice.  

 

Where to purchase school uniform: second-hand uniform arrangements  

 

Our school has a pre loved school uniform bank that all parents are made aware of at various times of 

the school year.  

 

These items are free to parents and provide good quality second-hand uniforms. We kindly ask that any 

uniform to be donated to the school should be sent into school office. Should you wish to avail of any of 

the pre loved uniforms please contact us via the School Office.  

 

Where to purchase school uniform: Uniform Grants  

 

If you qualify for funded uniform items our local suppliers are able to accommodate this.   

 

 

Uniform Item  Required or 
Optional 

Can be purchased  Cost  

School blazer with 
crest 
 

Required  John Paul Fashions  

Uniforms at Chaps 

Variety of Prices 

Green V-necked 
sweater with Crest 
(White Stripes)  
 

Optional John Paul Fashions  

Uniforms at Chaps 

Variety of Prices 

Green kick pleat skirt 
 

Required  John Paul Fashions  

Uniforms at Chaps 

Variety of Prices 

Black trousers Required Any high street retailer or 
supermarket of parents’ 
choice  

Variety of Prices 

White blouse/Shirt Required  Any high street retailer or 
supermarket of parents’ 
choice  

Variety of Prices 

Clip on School Tie  Required  John Paul Fashions  

Uniforms at Chaps 

Variety of Prices 

Black Socks (Knee 
Length)/Tights  

Required  Any high street retailer or 
supermarket of parents’ 
choice  

Variety of Prices  

Black Shoes  

(See Appendix 1) 

Required  Any high street retailer or 
supermarket of parents’ 
choice  

Variety of prices depending 
on brand 

 

 

 



 

 

EXPECTATIONS FOR OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY  

 

Children  

Children are expected to wear the correct uniform at all times (other than specified non-school uniform 

days) while:  

• On the school premises  

• Travelling to and from school  

• At out-of-school events or on trips that are organised by the school, or where they are 

representing the school (if required) 

 

 
Parents and Carers  

Parents and carers are expected to make sure their child has the correct uniform and PE kit, and that 

every item is:  

• Clean  

• Clearly labelled with the child’s name  

• In good condition  

 

The school welcomes children (or students) from all backgrounds and faith communities. If there are 

genuine reasons (for example religious considerations, medical needs or consideration of special 

needs), why parents want their child to wear clothes that differ from the school uniform, the school will 

consider adaptations. Parents are expected to contact the Pastoral Vice Principal if they want to request 

an amendment to the uniform policy. 

 

Parents are expected to lodge any complaints or objections relating to the school uniform in a timely 

and reasonable manner. Disputes about the cost of the school uniform will be:  

• Resolved locally  

• Dealt with in accordance with our school’s complaints policy  

 

The school will work closely with parents to arrive at a mutually acceptable outcome 

 
 

MONITORING ARRANGEMENTS  

School staff will closely monitor children to ensure compliance with the school’s uniform policy. Any non-

compliance with the school uniform policy on a consistent basis will result in a letter/email being sent 

home and a formal request to adhere to the expectations outlined within this policy.  

 

Ongoing breaches of the school’s uniform policy will be dealt with in accordance with the school’s 

Behaviour for Learning Policy.  

 

In cases where it is suspected that financial hardship has resulted in a pupil not complying with this 

uniform policy, staff will take a mindful and considerate approach to resolving the situation.  

 

FURTHER INFORMATION PART 1 - LINKS TO OTHER POLICIES  

 

This policy is linked to our:  

• Behaviour for Learning Policy  

• Learning Support Policy  

• Addressing Bullying Policy  

• Complaints Policy  



 

Appendix 1- Survey Summary  

 
Parents  

77% of parents believe school uniform contributes to the ethos and culture of a school 

 

Promotes a sense of pride 84% 

Engenders a sense of community & belonging 82% 

Identifies children with the school 96% 

It is practical and smart 79% 

Makes children feel equal with their peers 81% 

 

 

84% of parents say that school uniform does away competition between pupils clothing? e.g. wearing branded clothing items 

Parents say Affordability should be taken into account when having a uniform  

 

My school: 

is aware of the cost of uniforms for families who are already 

under financial stress: 

54% Agree or Strongly agree 

allows for parts of the school uniform to be bought in any high 

street (eg. trousers, shirts etc) 

68% Agree or Strongly agree 

Supports families if there are issues with the cost of uniforms 39% Agree or Strongly agree 

collects pre-loved uniforms and distributed as needed to 

families  

57% Agree or Strongly agree 

 

67% of parents say that the schools approach to uniforms is ‘just right’ 

55% say that contact is made with parents about uniform issues  

43% of parents say that pupils should have consequences for not wearing a uniform, e.g., with detentions or other ways but the 

school should be mindful of individual circumstances  

 

offers an affordable option 38% Agree or Strongly agree 

Wearing PE Kit on PE days is a benefit 

is long lasting  

88% Agree or Strongly agree 

offers value for money  50% Agree or Strongly agree 

I am aware of the compulsory and optional PE Kit items 80% Agree or Strongly agree 

 

Comments about improvements moving forward centred around the affordability of the blazer 

 

Students  

44% say uniform is necessary  

49% say wearing a school uniform makes everyone equal 

81% say PE Uniform is either ‘necessary’ or ‘maybe necessary’ 

72% like wearing PE Kit on timetabled PE days  

55% say that the PE is replaced every two years or more 

 

When asked how do you feel about wearing a school uniform and PE Kit? 

like both 13% 

I like the uniform but not the PE kit 5% 

I like the PE kit but not the uniform 43% 

I don’t like either 24% 

It's okay 15% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 2 Footwear  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• No Trainers  

• No Vans  

• Plain Black  

• No Boots 

• No Converse 

 



 

Appendix 3 - Contract with MFC 

 

Our current PE Kit supplier is with MFC.  

The school has worked for a number of years and their service and quality of garments are excellent.  

PE is one of the significant areas that young are self-conscious in regarding to ‘branded’ clothes and so 

the same clothing removes significant stigma.  

The school receives no financial benefit from their partnership with MFC.  

However, based on yearly sales MFC will provide the school with online vouchers that are allocated to 

parents/guardians who may find themselves in financial difficulty.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


